
2016 Convention Rules 

2016 San Jacinto County Republican Convention Meeting Rules 

1.       I.        Applicability.  These rules and Order of Business shall apply to 
Precinct Conventions and the County Convention in general. 

2.     II.        Interpretation.  In the event these rules need interpretation, the Rules 
Chair or Parliamentarian will base their advice on the following hierarchy: 

1. TSRP Bylaws 
2. TSRP 2016 Precinct Caucus and Election of Delegates to State 

Convention Rules 
3. San Jacinto County Republican Party Bylaws 
4. These Rules 
5. Robert's Rules of Order (most recent edition) 

3.    III.        Suspension of Rules.  A two-thirds vote is required for suspension of 
any Rule or Order of Business of the Convention.  If a motion for suspension of 
rules is made and seconded, the Convention Chair or Precinct Chair shall direct 
the Parliamentarian or Rules Committee Representative to explain the 
ramifications of said motion prior to any vote. 

4.   IV.        Registration.  All delegates and alternates must have registered for the 
Convention and have been certified and checked-in before they can vote, or take 
part in the any official Convention or Caucus Proceeding.  Photo ID required. 

5.     V.        Credentials.  A delegate leaving the floor must release his/her badge to 
the Credentials Committee, which will award the seat to the first of any remaining 
alternates from the delegate's precinct.  The alternate must release the delegate's 
floor privilege upon the delegate's return. 

6.   VI.        Voting.  Each certified delegate has one vote. 
7.  VII.        Manner of Voting.  The vote on all questions before the Convention 

shall be by voice or standing vote. Election of delegates shall be in accordance 
with Rules XII and XIII. 

8. Platform and Resolutions.  The Platform & Resolutions Committee shall present 
the proposed platform, resolutions marked "Do Pass," and resolutions marked "Do 
Not Pass" in writing prior to the opening gavel of the Convention.  Platform 
amendments shall be considered in the order received.  Adoption of the platform 
shall be as a whole by majority vote.  Any platform amendment or resolution shall 
be submitted to the Platform & Resolution Committee Chair in writing and 
signed, unless the amendment is purely stylistic and not substantive in nature (i.e. 
corrects spelling, grammar, or numbering of sections).  The determination as to 
whether an amendment is purely stylistic shall be at the discretion of the Chair.  
Resolutions not passed by the delegates at the Convention shall not be deemed 
official statements of the San Jacinto County Republican Party. 

9.   IX.        Recognition.  Delegates requesting recognition from the Chair shall 
state their name, Precinct and their motion, or whether they are speaking for 
against an issue. 

10.     X.        Limitation of Debate.  A speaker for or against any amendment, 
resolution, or motion shall be allowed a maximum of one minute from the floor.  



No person may speak more than once, except the submitter of the motion may be 
given one additional minute to close debate, if any. Debate shall be limited to ten 
minutes total. 

11.   XI.        Selection of Delegates and Alternates to the State Convention. (per 
TSRP rules 20, 25-29) 

1. County Chair and State Committee persons have Automatic Delegate 
status with no alternates. 

2. Delegates based on 2016 State allocations of  14 Delegates to San Jacinto 
County, elected by Legislative District Caucus based on County Precinct 
boundaries in place as of December 15, 2015; With apportioned Delegates 
and Alternates based on the Republican voting in the 2012 election with 
every elected delegate representing substantially the same number of 
voters as every other delegate. 

  

  

Plus Automatic Delegates       1 

Total    15 

1. Convention Delegate Election Process within Precinct Convention : Those having 
declared Delegate Candidacy via email or physically received by Midnight on 
March 9 will be listed alphabetically on a pre-printed ballot. The preprinted ballot 
will have blank lines equal to the number of delegates to be elected.  

2. Declarations from the floor will be added sequentially until no further are 
forthcoming. (Self-nominations are allowed. No seconds required.) Nominations 
will be closed after three (3) calls without response. Nominees must be elected 
delegates in their respective Precinct Convention.  

3. When there are more nominees than positions to be filled, voting shall be by 
secret ballot. Each Delegate may vote for as many candidates as there are 
positions to be filled. If a ballot contains more votes than the number of delegates 
allowed, it is a spoiled ballot that will not be included in the number of ballots 
cast.  If a ballot contains less votes than the number of delegates allowed, it is a 
valid ballot. 

4. State Convention Delegates must receive a majority vote of ballots cast. A 
majority is more than 50% of the ballots cast.  

5. In the event all the delegates are not elected by majority vote on the first ballot, 
1. On the second ballot, eliminate those with less than 10% in the first. 
2. On the third ballot eliminate those with less than 20% in the second. 
3. On the fourth ballot, low vote candidates are eliminated so that only twice 

the number of unfilled positions are included. Those candidates receiving 
the most votes shall be elected without regard to whether they have a 
majority of the votes cast. 



4. Regardless of the foregoing rules for elimination, every ballot shall 
include a number of candidates not less than twice the number of unfilled 
positions to be voted only if sufficient candidates have been nominated.  If 
the above rules are in conflict, the candidates with the highest vote counts 
on the previous ballot will be added back until the number of candidates is 
twice the number of unfilled positions. 

5. In the event of a tie for election or elimination, a coin flip shall determine 
the result. 

6. Registration with payment must be received by the TSRP by April 13. If 
an elected delegate fails to register by the deadline, the position may be 
forfeited and alternates will be called upon by rank to fill the delegate 
slots. 

6.  XII.        State Convention Alternates Election Process within Precinct 

Convention. (per TSRP rule 30) 
1. Nominations for Alternates shall be made from the floor. 
2. There shall be two ballots, if necessary. 

1. On the first ballot, all candidates receiving a majority shall be 
elected. Position ranks shall be assigned to the highest vote-getters. 

2. The second ballot shall be used to elect additional Alternates by 
plurality vote, with the position number determined by votes 
received. The total number of Alternates elected must not exceed 
the number of Delegates elected. 

3. If an alternate is promoted to delegate due to a delegate’s failure to 
register, registration with payment must be received by the TSRP within 5 
days of notification, and the alternate shall forfeit their position if they do 
not.  Alternates will be called upon by rank and legislative district to fill 
the delegate slots, but all registration and payment must be received no 
later than no later than May 10, 2016. 

7. Convention Agenda.  The Convention will adjourn sine die at 5:00 pm.  By a 
majority vote, the Convention may extend adjournment to 6:00 pm.  Extensions 
beyond 6:00 pm require a two-thirds Vote.   The agenda adopted by the 
Convention shall be approved as part of these Rules 

8. State Convention Organizing Meeting. 
1. As the first order of business following the completion of the Convention, 

elected State Convention Delegates will convene to elect: 
1. A State Convention Chair 
2. A Vice Chair 
3. One representative to serve on the State Platform Committee 
4. One person to serve on the State Convention Rules and Order of 

Business Committee 
5. One person to serve on the State Convention Credentials 

Committee 
2. In the event of a failure to elect the above, the County Chairman will 

appoint the positions with the concurrence of the State Committeeman and 
Committeewoman. 



3. Registration Packets will be distributed at the end of the meeting. The 
registration forms must be completed and the $100 registration fee 
remitted to the TSRP prior to April 13, 2016. 

9. Records.  The County Chair shall be the custodian of the permanent records of 
the Convention and Legislative District Caucuses, and shall be responsible for 
forwarding records to the TSRP. 

10. Credentials Challenges.  Any delegate within the electing Precinct Convention 
who wishes to challenge the certification of State Convention Delegates or 
Alternates, for his or her Caucus shall file a Notice of Challenge to the TSRP no 
later than ten days following the election in question. 

 


